First United Methodist Church
May and June 2019

The Messenger

National Day of Prayer – Love One Another
Thursday, May 2nd
7:00 pm Titusville Middle School Cafeteria
There will be speakers, leaders and pastors from throughout the Titusville Community.
Praise and worship by Jerome Alsdorf and the Community Praise Team.
Please note that the Titusville Area Ministerium is in need of your prayers, too. The
Ministerium funds the Titusville Area Hospital Chaplain and in need of our financial
support. Please know that the Minsterium will be having a funding campaign soon.
2 Chronicles 7:14 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will
forgive their sin and will heal their land.
An afternoon grief support group will be starting soon here at our church.
The first session will meet in the parlor on May 21st, at 2 p.m. and
continue for the next several weeks.
This group is for anyone who is grieving the death of a loved one, whether
recently or years in the past. It’s a place to be around people who understand what you are feeling. You will learn valuable information about
recovering from your grief and renewing your hope for the future. Each
session will feature a video presentation and a sharing time.
This group is NOT just for our church members but for anyone in the
area. Therefore, if you have a friend who could benefit from joining this
group, please invite him or her to come. Each session is slef-contained so
a person does not have to attend in sequence to benefit. Everyone is
welcome for any or all of the meetings.
For more information, call the church or Betty Rainy at (814) 589-7454
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Sermon Series from Pastor Larry Reitz

Why Not
Women?
Why Not Women?
Women of the Bible
Obedient. Influential. Faithful. Resourceful. Courageous.
Passionate. Strong.
…words that describe women of the Bible whose stories you have probably
never heard. These extraordinary women lived in a culture that relegated them
to hidden roles, but they have much to teach us. This sermon series will uncover
the stories of these lesser-known characters of the Bible, revealing their faith and
faithfulness even in the midst of great hardship and disappointment.

Titusville First United Methodist Church
Coming after Easter!
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May Birthdays - 02 - James Kerr 03 - Betty Rainey 06 - Kaleb
Brunst 07 - Judi Ongley 08 - Eric Jackson, Jr. 09 Eugene
Bloom & Lucas Vroman 10 - Zoei Armstrong 11 - Jerry
Warner, Michele Wilson & Michael Gionti 12 - Aaron Marsh &
Laura Tunstall 15- Renae Bowens 16 - Robin Baker 17 - Adam
Averill, Joe Gionti & Marilyn Ongley 18 - Mary Sue Armatas,
YiLi Smedley & Rick Smedley 19 - Donna Greenlee & Jen Kerr
20 - Aaron Beach & Erin Skelly 22 - Mike Averill 24 - John
Endres & James Smith, Jr. 25 Alex Kerr 26 - Robyn Sye 27 Grace Smedley & Nathaniel Bowens 28 - Penny Helmbold 29 Louise Childs & Justin Kline 30 - David Leach & Skip Baldwin
May Anniversaries 02 - Duane & Martha Oakes 10 - David
& Teresa Lohr 11 - Steve & Diane Coleman 13 - Rick & Kathy
Bliss 15 – John & Judy Paulich 21 John & Jonelle Tartara
and Rob & Jen Kerr 24 - Herb & Bridget Armstrong 30- Jerry
& Jackie Wagner
June Birthdays - 01 Cindy Raposas 02 - Nahla Bowens & Tammy
Schneider 04 - Cody Brunst, Nicole Elan & Richard Vroman 09 - Herb
Armstrong & Beverly Tenney 10 - Rosemary Winton 11 - Ryan
Ernecoff 13 - Chris Strawbridge & Kyle Wellman 14 - Eric Lohr
& Lauren Wellman 15 - Pat Brown 16 - Mary Lou Terwilliger 17 Marsha Kerr 18 - Carson & Mason Pasinski 19 John Tartara, IV 21 Bob Beers & David Lohr 22 - Lisa Jackson 23 - Katlyn Brunst 25 Steve Leach & Bruce Vroman 26 - Shawn Ongley 27 - Amy (Wescoat)
Atkins 28 - Jessica Lingo, Lauren Roberts & Aubre Thompson 29 Jack Jones & Ty Lohr
June Anniversaries 01 - Scott & DeAnn Salvo and Jack & Sandy
Jones 08 - Jon & Charlotte Randall 09 - John & Janet Tartara & Cub
and Pam Knapp 10 - Karl & Debbie Kolacek 14 - David & Kit Sopher
16 - Bill & Donna Greenlee and Chip & Audrey Cleland 17 - Joe &
Aliesa Gionti 18 - Jim & Judi Ongley 20 - Lynn & Leah Ongley 21 Travis & Nicole Pearsall 23 - Buck & Pat Crabb and Will & Nancy
Doiron 24 - Bill & Maryalyce Lupher 25 - Bob & Ann Leach and Ken
& Julie Deane 26 - Richard & Becki Ernecoff 28 - Steve & Gwendolyn
Crum 29 - Joseph & Nicole Elan

S u m m e r

Do you love to praise the Lord in song? Sean
Carey is looking for some special music for
summer. Please see Sean and sign-up in the
choir room.

TALENT SHOW
2019
Comedy, Dance, Song, Music, Skits,
Puppetry…

When: Friday, May 17th
Time: 7pm
Entry forms are available at the Titusville
First United Methodist Church office or by
contacting us!

… And anything else family
friendly that you can think of!
*Desserts served during
intermission*
Prices:
Adults: $5
Children (3 to 12): $2
Children (2 and under): FREE
Family: $15
Any Questions?
Contact : Skip or Kathryn Baldwin
(814) 827-9292
Heavenslovinghands@gmail.com
Or message Heaven’s Loving Hands
Puppet/Drama Ministries on Facebook!

This is a fundraiser for the Puppet ministry.
Would you be willing to share your talent and/or your time (to attend)?
The Trustees are asking you to come out and help with the
church clean up. There are big jobs and little jobs and a job that
you are able to do. Won’t you lend a hand?

SATURDAY, MAY 11TH
8 a.m.—???
SAVE THE DATE FOR THE ALL CHURCH PICNIC 7-14-19
ONE SERVICE AT 10:30AM
TUREEN PICNIC TO FOLLOW
MORE INFORMATION IN THE JULY/AUGUST MESSENGER

FORMER FUMC PASTOR RAYMOND LYON
After 41 years of ministry, former pastor Rev. Raymond Lyon will
be celebrating his retirement in June of this year. Rev. Lyon
served at Titusville First UMC in the early 90's and to honor his
time in ministry his family is asking his former congregants to
send their well wishes, congratulations, and fond memories
through cards or email. His family will present these sentiments
as a surprise for him on his last Sunday. If you would like to help
commemorate his time at Titusville First UMC, please send cards
to Hannah Evans at 2155 Cresswell Road, Indiana, Pa 15701, or
send emails to: hannahlyon72@gmail.com.
Thank you! ~ Hannah Lyon
DENNIS ROSSMAN - FUMC Custodian
After 15 years of serving First United Methodist
Church, Dennis is retiring as our custodian. Ever
wonder who made sure the church was warm on a
cold day or cut our grass, put up the tables in Murray
Parlor for a luncheon, put up the candelabras at
Christmas or for weddings or who made sure all our
lights were lit? It was Dennis. He is the unsung hero
here at First United Methodist Church and we will miss
him dearly. You will still be able to find him at Kwik Fill
but he is ready to have some free time. THANK YOU,
DENNIS for your years of service, from your church
family. If you would like to send him a card, please
bring it to the office and we will mail it for you.

MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON

At our April luncheon we were treated to a presentation by Shawn Ongley, who talked about his
experiences in other cultures. He spoke especially of being employed to teach English to students in
South Korea and Russia. He speaks several languages and uses opportunities to witness to his
faith. We were inspired by the example of his life and we greatly appreciate his time with us.
Fran Bloom won the gift basket contributed by Karen Smith. Thanks, Karen!
Thursday, May 9th, is our next gathering. The program will depend upon your participation. We
will have a Show and Tell in honor of our mothers or “mothering person.” Please bring something
that reminds you of her. You may carry it, wear it, read it, sing it, or speak of it.
The June 13 program will be announced later, but put it on your calendar now and plan to be there.
This open fellowship meets the second Thursday of each month at noon in Murray Parlor with a
lunch and a program. All are encouraged to attend. If you are able, bring a dish to share and your
disposable table service.
– contributed by Margie Baker

RAMPS OF HOPE

The ramp builders have been busy since the weather has cooperated reasonably well. Two ramps
have been built this spring in Titusville – for the Antil family on Garden Street and the Nelson
Family on Buxton Road. There are two to three more lined up to be constructed soon.
This great ministry is possible because our congregation cares enough to contribute the funds
necessary to keep it going! The team thanks all who donate and truly appreciates the support from
the Outreach Committee.
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OUTREACH

Many years ago our church received a gift from Laura Griffin. This gift was giving, not to be kept, but to
be used as a blessing to others! Laura’s gift always has been used, and will continue to be used, through
the Outreach Ministry of our church.
At a recent Sunday-night Bible study, our church had the opportunity to receive a blessing from one of
the missionaries our church helps to support financially. Her name is Laurie Potter. Laurie serves as a
missionary in Honduras. At the Bible study, Laurie was able to share her testimony, her ministry work,
and her prayer requests.
The Outreach Ministry is so thankful for those serving in other countries and that our church is able to
play a part in their ministries.
As the Sunday night group was blessed by the missionary serving in another country, it brought to mind
how Laura Griffin’s blessing to our church is being passed onto so many other. Laura Griffin’s monetary
gift is being used to help others locally (our town & surrounding communities), nationally (those serving
in the U.S.), and internationally (those serving Christ in foreign countries).
As Christians, we have been called to love and serve, just as Jesus did. God has blessed us so that we
can bless others. God has given us opportunities in our own lives, as well as in the ministries of our
church, that are blessings to others. The Outreach Committee wanted to share with you a few of the
ways that Laura’s gift has been able to be used over the past few months.
 The Evangelism team & Puppet team are working together to prepare a program which will share the
message of Jesus Christ. The event is to be held in Scheide Park on July 27. We are praying for it to
be a blessing to the children and families in the community that come.
 The Evangelism committee is having a FREE Ice Cream Social for our community to encourage families to bring their children to VBS. This is another way to bless others with an ice cream treat — and
to show God’s love.
 A group of women have been meeting at the church on Tuesday mornings to sew for projects that a local toy shop needs for children. The ladies are sewing and serving, so that others can be blessed.
 A Sunday-school class prepares a meal to take to the Garden of Hope (an outreach of Love INC), that
meets on Tuesday nights at the First Baptist Church. The class is following the call of the Lord to
love, serve, and be a blessing to others!
 One who has a heart for ministry traveled to the state of Florida to help with hurricane relief clean up.
This person feels blessed to be a blessing.
 Ramps of Hope ministry is blessing so many in our community with limited mobility who would otherwise be unable to access their own homes. The need for this ministry is great. Titusville hospital
even recommends this ministry to those who are being discharged from the hospital. Sometimes it is
hard to keep up with all those in need of a ramp. Supplies and equipment need to be hauled regularly. The old trailer that is being used will need to be replaced soon. Some of Laura’s blessings will
be passed onto this ministry so that it can continue to bless others!
We are so thankful for Laura Griffin’s gift that God continues to use to bless others--not only here in
Titusville but around the world. We are also thankful for the great gift and blessing that God has given
us: the gift of Jesus Christ.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son” (John 3:16).
Because of Laura’s financial blessing to our church, we are challenged not only to love and serve but also
to share Jesus with others, so they too can receive this wonderful free gift of Jesus Christ. Through
Jesus, those who trust, believe, and accept this gift will receive the promises and blessings of heaven.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
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KFC will be roller skating on
May 8th
ALSO
The Last Day of KFC will be:
May 29th
We will end our year with a picnic out at
Vroman’s Pond
The details are being worked out.
SAVE THE DATES FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

JULY 24th—28th
CHRISTMAS IN JULY - The planning stage has begun. We need
leaders, teachers, helpers, cooks, people, people and more people.
Sign up to be a volunteer to help build God’s kingdom this summer
with HIS most treasured children. A meeting date for planning to
be announced soon.

GRADUATION SUNDAY
MAY 19TH
LET US HONOR YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS!
Please let us know of anyone who should be included
in our recognition on this day.

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO PASSED FROM OUR
CONGREGATION SINCE LAST MEMORIAL DAY:
Ronald Gates
Margaret (Peg) Rhoades
Catherine Shaffer Moore
Robert Dallas

Craig Burdick
Ken Burt
Nona Koller

Anita Popieski
Jonathan Randall
Phyllis Kephart

MEMORIAL PURCHASES SINCE LAST REPORTED:
Ramps of Hope
Heaven’s Loving Hands
Baby changing table
Lectern

In Memory of:
In Memory of:
In Memory of:
In Memory of:

Diane Snyder
Jonathan Randall
Jean Carlson
Bob Tenney

I want to thank everyone for all their prayers and cards. I am well on my
way to a full recovery. I know it will take time bu I am in God’s hands.
I want to thank Pastor Larry for being there with my family on the day of
surgery. A special thank you to Sally Hettrick and Terry Hoover for giving
me a lift chair. I know without my church family and God, I would not be
here today. Thank you, All.
Lot’s of Love, Gordy

OPEN HEARTS - OPEN MINDS - OPEN DOORS
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FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
302 W. Walnut Street - Titusville, Pa. 16354

Phone: 814-827-1829
E-Mail: tfumc@zoominternet.net
Contemporary Service

8:30 A.M.

Sunday School

9:45 A.M.

Traditional Service

We’re on the web:
titusvilleum.org
and Facebook:
Titusville First United
This messenger sent with a
blessing and a prayer to:

11:00 A.M.

2ND ANNUAL LADIES SPRING FLING
THURSDAY, MAY 9th at 5:30PM
THE THEME THIS YEAR IS CUPCAKES and BASED ON THE SCRIPTURES:

Psalm 34:8 “Taste and See that the Lord is good; Oh the joys of those who put
their trust in Him!” and Ephesians 5:2 Live a life filled with love, following the
example of Christ. He loved us and offered himself for us a sacrifice, as a sweet
smelling aroma to God.”
We will have a delicious dinner catered by Joe Gionti, fun games, prizes, child
care and gourmet cupcakes! Cost is $8. PLEASE RSVP in the office. If you can
not afford to attend but would like to come, please call Kim in the office.

MEN, DADS, AND KIDS (Girls and Boys) DAY – SUNDAY, JUNE 30TH
MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND PLAN ON BEING AT PAVILION OIL CREEK PARK FOR
SOME PICNIC STYLE FOOD (Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, Chips, Drinks), FUN AND
FELLOWSHIP. There are sign-up sheets outside of the church office. Again, the kids
can be boys and girls. We are hoping that ALL MEN come so that kids that might not
have a parent able to attend will come, too. Do you need a map as to where we will be?
Need a ride? Would you be willing to make cookies for all who attend? Let the office know.

