The Messenger

June 2020

First United Methodist Church of Titusville
This Messenger is dedicated to the memory of Rev. J. Lee Baker - We miss you already

Rev. J. Lee Baker, 78, of Centerville, died May 27, 2020 at his
home.
Mr. Baker was born on December 11, 1941, the son of George
and Helen Baker. He graduated from high school in Linesville,
Pennsylvania. He earned a B.S. Degree in elementary education
from Kent State University in Ohio; a Masters Degree in Education from Clarion University; and an Administrative Certification from Edinboro University. He taught and served as principal in Tidioute, Pennsylvania for 29 years, retiring in 1997.
In September of 1963, he married Marjory Dudley of Conneaut,
Ohio, who survives.
Having always found joy in the outdoors, Lee enjoyed hunting,
family horse trail riding, and worked with the boy Scouts of Northeast Ohio at Tidioute and for Camp Olmsted
near Warren. He taught many years of hunter safety classes and volunteered to teach in many other outdoor
venues. He and Margie also served as youth leaders at the Pleasantville UMC.
Having completed Duke University Divinity School's Course of Study, Lee was ordained as a Deacon in the
Western Pennsylvania Conference of the United Methodist Church. He served the United Methodist
congregations of Spartansburg, Grand Valley, Sanford, Deckards, Sugar Lake and Lander until retiring in
2005. Continuing in the ministry he served part-time in Townville, Troy Center, Blooming Valley,
Pleasantville, and was currently on staff at the Titusville First United Methodist Church. He loved to tell the
Story of Jesus in sermons and children's messages.
Lee was known to be a servant of his God and man. He was always helping others. He worked with Wesley
Woods UMC camp as Board Chairman and dean of bicycling and canoeing camps. He started and led the
handicapped ramp ministry in his Titusville church. Lee enjoyed the work and fellowship of the Over the Hill
Gang, who maintained the Oil Creek State Park trails. Being an avid bicycle rider, he rode in the MS150 Bike
Tour for 17 years, raising funds for MS research.
Many enjoyed his woodcarvings, especially his songbirds; he and his wife were avid backyard birvald
watchers. They loved camping and visited Benezette, Pennsylvania yearly to see the elk. Alaska and the
National Storytelling Festival in Tennessee were favorite destinations for travel. Lee loved being a father and
grandfather.
In addition to his wife, he will be sadly missed by his two sons: Jeffrey (and Luwaina) Baker of Birdsboro,
Pennsylvania; Jason (and Robin) Baker of Newport, Pennsylvania. His beloved grandchildren are: Jacob and
Isabel Baker and Tristan and Conlin Baker. A loving sister, Pamela Gee, of Saegertown, Pennsylvania
survives.
Besides his parents he was preceded in death by three sisters, Glenda Mackay, Diana Hanson, and Sharon
Oskin.
Friends may have the opportunity for a viewing on Saturday, May 30th from 1:00 to 3:00 PM at the Tryonville
Cemetery by driving by the gravesite where family will be acknowledging visitors. For social distancing, visitors shall remain in their cars while greeting the family.
Private interment for the family will follow. A celebration of Lee’s life will be announced at a later date.
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May 27, 2020

CHURCH START-UP
June 7

Dear Friends of First United Methodist Church,
We are hoping to begin offering worship and Sunday School on June 7 with 8:30 am and 11 am worship services as well as 9:45 am Adult Sunday School. Small group Bible Studies can begin as well if
cleared by the pastor and the group takes responsibility for cleaning surfaces that were touched.
Remember two months ago when we were all debating whether or not we should continue the Lenten
Luncheon Services? Most of us had no idea that on Memorial Day, we would still not have a start-up
date for worship, meals and fellowship. Some are ready to come back to public worship and others
feel better about waiting for an additional period of time. All are encouraged to do whatever is best
for themselves and their families.
As you know, Gov. Wolfe is in charge of deciding when we move out of the yellow phase into the
green phase. We are anticipating that happening in Crawford County as of May 29. We will open on
June 7 as long as we have a team to help clean between the two services.
Here are some considerations for the Start-up of services:
Please enter the church by the ramp door and exit by the side doors
Of course, those needing the ramp may exit by the ramp door
The restrooms will be open, but limit them to one person at a time
We will maintain distancing while not hugging or shaking hands
Seating is every other pew where we have marked
Families sit together
There is no nursery, children’s time, or children’s church
Offering plates are placed at the exit doors
Bulletins, hymnals and Bibles are put away
Please bring your own Bibles
Masks are appreciated, but not mandatory
Choir will not be singing due to risks
Congregational singing is discouraged without masks

These considerations are our response to denominational, state and health officials. Your resilience
and spiritual maturity has been healthy to date. You have been living like disciples who are feeding
themselves and nurturing others. This may yet be our finest hour as we look to our Savior for
opportunities to minister to a hurting community.
In His Name,
Pastor Larry A. Reitz
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Betty Rainey’s mother, Gertrude Hall

Gertrude was very active in First United Methodist Church.
She was a Sunday School teacher, Girl Scout Leader, and helper for MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship). She was also busy
with WSCS (Women’s Society of Christian Service) and held
one of the circle meetings, for the older ladies, in their home.
One of the big projects that Gertrude was very involved with,
was having several public dinners to raise money for rebuilding the church after the fire. Betty’s mother and Dick Sanford’s mother, Alice Sanford, were the main cooks and organizers for these fundraising dinners. They also raised money for
a piano, which is the piano that is still used in the sanctuary.

This is Geri Brinkv(1925-2003), she is the mother of Susan
Brink and Rosemary Winton. Geri had cooked, with many
others, for several years for the Wednesday afternoon program
for youth and children. She was ‘Grammy’ to most in the
church. The Murray Parlor kitchen and the handbell glass
display cases are presented to the Glory of God in her memory
of how she and our father, loved their church family. Gerri
lived the verse Colassians 3:23 “Whatever ye do, do it heartily,
as to the Lord”.

To all the Friends of Wesley Woods,
Due to the unprecedented measures are taken to combat the Covid-19 pandemic and out of an abundance of caution, Wesley Woods is shifting the
start of our summer camping season to June 28, 2020. Summer Camp will only begin if Warren County is considered a “Green County” under Governor. Wolf’s reopening plan. This schedule change has been made after much prayer and deliberation.
The camps scheduled to start June 14th and 21st are being rescheduled if possible. If it is not possible to reschedule, we will cancel the event. Full
refunds will be issued to all campers who have an event canceled or rescheduled but cannot attend the new date or another camp at Wesley Woods
during the summer.
Wesley Woods is committed to caring and protecting your children from this infectious disease. Our Housekeeping Staff has been developing new
protocols for cleaning in conjunction with the suppliers of our cleaning products and industry best practices.
Once open, Wesley Woods will be implementing protocols for campers and staff to guard against the spread of Covid-19. These protocols will be
communicated to camper families well in advance of their camp’s start date.
The Wesley Woods office is open effective May 11, 2020. Call or email the office with any questions regarding the registration process or specifics
of Summer Camp.
In Christ Jesus,
Nate Greenway, Executive Director of Wesley Woods Inc.
814-436-7802
Office@wesleywoods.com

The first summer “Titusville Slow Roll” met at 6 pm on Monday night, May 18. Ten riders met in the Drake
Mall parking lot and rode the “Queen Trail” out to Drake’s Well and back, a short distance of 4 miles. Betty
Cosper dedicated the first fun / social ride to Lee Baker, a favorite bicyclist who could not make the event.
The riders ranged in age from elementary students to grandparents - so old they would not reveal their ages.

We received a card from Libby Coleman and family. It reads:
Dear Congregation of First United Methodist Church, Thank you for all of the
cards, letters, and books that you send our daughter Sandy Palmer during her
recent illness. I think she received more encouraging mail from all of you and
was helped so much. I cannot truly express my gratitude for all the love you
sent. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. You truly showed Jesus’ love.
Our congregation lost a beautiful friend in Charlotte Shouey on May 15th, 2020. Charlotte
passed away at UPMC Hamot from injuries sustained in an automobile accident. She was
born on July 6, 1931, in Chapmanville to the late Leslie and Florence (McFadden) Worden.
Charlotte was a graduate of Titusville High School, class of 1949. She married Lawrence
“Smitty” Smith on April 15, 1950, and he preceded her in death on August 12, 1980. She
later married John “Jack” Shouey on May 30, 1986 and he passed away on June 12, 2008.
Charlotte was employed by W.T. Grant Co. for a number of years, and later by Welcome
Wagon. She spent most of her life as a homemaker. She was an active volunteer in various
organizations, a member of the First United Methodist Church of Titusville and Titusville
Women’s Club. She enjoyed spending time with her family, crocheting, playing cards,
walking, reading and riding snowmobiles in the past. Charlotte is survived by daughter, Susan Lake and husband Rodney of Titusville; a son, Richard “Rick” Smith and wife Terry of
Titusville; a daughter, Kristen Patrick of Las Vegas, NV; step-children, Tonya Knopf of
Erie, Timothy Shouey and wife Jennifer of Exeter, NH, John Shouey and wife Mary of
Carlisle, Lisa Hughes and husband James of Waterford, Daniel Shouey of CA; 5
grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren, 20 step-grandchildren, numerous step-great
grandchildren, and several nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by a son, Larry
Smith; sisters, Betty DeForce, June Wakefield, Barbara Matthews, Eileen Anderson, Shirley
Ludwick; grandson, Ben Lake and step-grandson, Darren Stahlman. A celebration of Charlotte’s life will occur during the summer when COVID-19 restrictions have been lifted. Family and friends will be able to attend a memorial service at the First United Methodist Church. A date and time will be placed in the Titusville Herald and the
Gordon B. Garrett Funeral Home web-site. If you would like to leave a condolence for the family go to garrettfuneralhomeinc.com. The family asks that
memorial contributions for Charlotte be made by giving BIG HUGS to loved ones.

Acts 2
The Holy Spirit Comes at
Pentecost 2 When the day of
Pentecost came, they were all
together in one place. 2 Suddenly a
sound like the blowing of a violent
wind came from heaven and filled
the whole house where they were
sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to
be tongues of fire that separated and
came to rest on each of them. 4 All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues as the Spirit enabled them
5
Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every
nation under heaven. 6 When they
heard this sound, a crowd came
together in bewilderment, because
each one heard their own language
being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they
asked: “Aren’t all these who are
speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it
that each of us hears them in our
native language? 9 Parthians, Medes
and Elamites; residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,
[10
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and
the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews
and converts to Judaism); Cretans
and Arabs—we hear them declaring
the wonders of God in our own
tongues!”

Easy head band craft for Pentecost make flames and glue
them onto a strip of construction paper. Staple the back and
explain how the tongues of flame came on the believers.

01 - Scott & DeAnn Salvo and Jack & Sandy Jones 04 Nina & Verpa Buchanan
09 - John & Janet Tartara and Cub & Pam Knapp 10 - Karl & Debbie Kolacek
16 - Bill & Donna Greenlee and Chip & Audrey Cleland 17 - Joe & Aliesa Gionti
18 - Jim & Judi Ongley 20 - Lynn & Leah Ongley 23 - Buck & Pat Crabb and Will
& Nancy Doiron 25 - Bob & Ann Leach and Ken & Julie Deane 26 - Richard &
Becki Ernecoff 28 - Steve & Gwendolyn Crum 29 - Joseph & Nicole Elan

01 - Cindy Raposas 02 - Nahla Bowens & Tammy Schneider 04 - Cody Brunst,
Nicole Elan & Richard Vroman 09 - Herb Armstrong & Beverly Tenney
10 - Rosemary Winton 11 - Ryan Ernecoff 13 - Chris Strawbridge & Kyle
Wellman 14 - Eric Lohr & Lauren Wellman 15 - Pat Brown 16 - Mary Lou
Terwilliger 19 - John Tartara 21 - Bob Beers & David Lohr 22 - Lisa Jackson
23 - Katlyn Brunst 25 - Steve Leach & Bruce Vroman 27 - Amy (Wescoat) Atkins 28 - Jessica Lingo & Aubre Thompson 29 - Jack Jones & Ty Lohr
June is the month that we once again support the BACKPACK ministry for Love INC.
Our giving feeds some area children. The collection bin is under the missions table.
You can donate money (designated on your tithe envelope) or food items. The food
items that we are collecting are: individual drink boxes, instant Oatmeal (variety
packs), individual cereal, Chef boy Ar Dee canned (microwave) pastas, microwave
mac and cheese, Fruit cups, Applesauce cups, Non-refrigerated Jell-O cups, Soups, Ramen Noodles / Cup of Soup, instant lunches and pudding cups.

For June: Let’s buy for the older kids - COLORED PENCILS and NOTEBOOKS /
ADULT COLORING BOOKS and BIG BALLS with AIR PUMPS we will be collecting
bars of soap and washcloths and gallon size ziplock bags, too. We need AAA batteries and
toys (any and all kinds of toys!) Now that the church is back to being open, let’s make up
for lost time and get this collection started.
6 Military Care Packages were mailed out in mid May. We had
several members of FUMC that gave the names of military
persons that they wanted to receive a care package. The
American Heritage Girls (a troop that Maria Gionti is a member)
were working on a badge and service project about the US
Military. In addition to goodies the boxes included handmade
cards and pictures. Kim Ottney combined their efforts with ours.
Outreach paid for mailing the boxes. It is our hope that each box
blesses each recipient.

OPEN HEARTS - OPEN MINDS - OPEN DOORS
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This messenger sent with a blessing and a
prayer to:

Psalm 23 - Submitted by Pastor Penny Helmbold
I would like to share with you all a new point of view that God has given me on Psalm 23.
The Lord is my Shepherd: Jesus will guide and protect me through all of this craziness of new ways to minister.
I shall not want: He is providing all of my needs. Home, food, clothes, friends, family, encouragement, hope, & technology.
He makes me to lie down in green pastures: He has given me a field of experts to guide me, to comfort me, to encourage me.
I don't have to figure it out on my own.
He leadeth me beside the still waters: He has given me release from my hectic schedule so I can relax, reflect, and prioritize.
He restoreth my soul: I can see His presence like never before. I can feel Him with me.
He guides me in the pats of righteousness: Instead of filling my mind with things of the media and Satan, He is drawing me
nearer to Him through class work and prayers as I seek to serve Him in new ways.
For His name's sake: All for His glory, to reach people who were not being reached, so I could learn to trust Him and lean on
Him more.
Even though I walk through the Valley of the Shadow of Death: During this time of COVID-19 when many are becoming ill
& dying or losing close family and friends, this time of isolation that can lead to depression.
I will fear no evil: Satan cannot rule me.
For Thou art with me: I am God's child.
Your rod and Your staff: Your Word and Your reprimands
They comfort me: They remind me that You will never stop loving me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: You have given me Bibles & commentaries, class book, and
a place to learn and grow even when I am surrounded by those who are trying to distract me.
You have anointed my head with oil: Through the crazy and quiet of this time You have shown me that You have called me.
My cup overflows: I am humbled to tears as I am beginning to see Your love for me.
Surely goodness and mercy: Your grace, forgiveness, love, help.
Will follow me all the days of my life. You have proven this over and over. You will not reject me.
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever: I am in His arms now and throughout eternity.
I pray that this touches you as it has and still is touching me, giving you encouragement and hope for tomorrow, Hope and a
new appreciation for God, our Daddy.

