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Hebrews 2:14-15
Since the children
have flesh and
blood, he too
shared in their
humanity so that
by his death he
might break the
power of him who
holds the power of
death—that is, the
devil— 15 and free
those who all their
lives were held in
slavery by their
fear of death.

In this verse the writer
of Hebrews shows
Jesus has removed a
Christ-follower’s fear of
death! Someone said
fear of dying comes
from a fear that death
will be a doorway to
hell vs. being a doorway to heaven. How
has Jesus removed
that fear?
By dying on the cross,
Jesus took on Himself
all your sins (and mine)
and paid the penalty
for them. When we
believe that fact and
trust Christ to be our
only Savior from sin’s
penalty – it takes away,
or destroys the ability
of Satan to accuse us!
Now, in Christ, we have
the assurance that
death is merely being
“absent from the body
and present with the
Lord”!
Taken from Family Life
Network’s verse of the day

YOUTH ALPHA

Pastor Larry recently received an email from the ALPHA organization which was both
alarming and comforting. The email and attached video discussed the trends of sharing
Christ within the “American Church,” referring to all denominations and all age groups.
A Barna Group study discovered that nearly half (47%) of Christian millennials think that
sharing one's faith is wrong. Even though people want to share what they love on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter, their hope and salvation through Jesus Christ is not
one of those things. Yet, 94% of this same group think that knowing Jesus is the best
thing that could happen to anyone. Current trends show that, for every church which is
open and growing, four are closing. Over the past three decades 54% of young people
have left the church by the age of thirty. If the trend continues, 42 million millennials,
who were raised in church will eventually leave.
ALPHA, as explained in the video, is uniquely designed to assist a church in reaching
and mobilizing millennials by changing the way we evangelize. Traditionally, sharing the
Gospel message is accomplished by . . . “get the people here on the weekend and we
will PROCLAIM the truth; we will hammer it in.” The new strategy includes a
CONVERSATION in which we listen to the questions that our culture is asking. “What
should I do with my life? What is my purpose?” “If there is a God, what would you ask
him?” ALPHA is designed so that we don't need to have the answers to the questions.
However, providing the space for talking to others and asking the questions is needed.
By using the tool of the ALPHA program we are offering that space to our youth group,
hoping to sow seeds that bring them to a decision for a life in Christ. As there are
struggles in all aspects of life, even in homes, there is no need to hammer the proclamation; young people need to have the conversations in which they feel free to share
their questions. ALPHA asks the basic and tough questions and gently guides them to
what the Bible says and who Jesus is. By being a place to ask questions and listen, it is
hoped that more will want to follow Jesus as we conclude this series.
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Applying Bible Principles—By Kenneth Williams

All that we have belongs to God. He is our Source according to Psalm 62:5. We are only managers and stewards
of what He has entrusted to us.
Because all that we have belongs to God, and because He gives us the ability to obtain wealth, every spending
decision is in reality a spiritual decision. Our constant goal must be to glorify God in how we use His resources.
We have a choice. We can squander them on things that do not matter in “the long run,” things that do not count
for eternity. We can hoard them, putting our total emphasis on the “rainy day” that is yet to come. We can refuse
to share with others who are in need. We can be stingy when it comes to giving back to the Lord that which is
rightfully His. Certainly we have the ability to treat our possessions in any of these ways. But do we have the
right?
When we take any of these approaches, we act as though the money is really ours. We fail to recognize the truth
of Deuteronomy 8:18: “But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce
wealth.” And when we act as though the money is ours, we fail to glorify God in its use.
If our goals and ambitions are truly set on spiritual things, if our emphasis in life is to glorify God, we will use
the funds He has entrusted to us on a temporary basis to glorify Him. We will put God’s money and possession
to good use by giving to His work and by storing up “treasures in heaven” (Matthew 6:19-21)
When he was president of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, Gordon MacDonald said, “One of the greatest
missing teachings in the American church today is the reminder to men and women that nothing we have
belongs to us.”

We own nothing. We have been given material means to use, but not to own. All that we have belongs to God.
He is our Source according to Psalm 62:5. We are only managers and stewards of what He has entrusted to us.
Because all that we have belongs to God, and because He gives us the ability to obtain wealth, every spending
decision is in reality a spiritual decision. According to First Corinthians 10:31, our constant goal must be to glorify God in all of life, including how we use His resources.
Stephen Olford wrote this: “ . . . man’s chief end is ‘to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.’ We are to glorify
God by our worshipful praise (Psalm 50:23). We are to glorify Him by our consistent fruitbearing (John 15:8).
We are to glorify Him by our spiritual unity (Rom. 15:6). We are to glorify Him by our entire dedication (1
Cor. 6:20). And we are to glorify Him by our good works (Matt. 5:16). In this last category is included the
matter of giving. Only in this way can we provide for ‘honest things in the sight of the Lord.’ The glory of God
should motivate us to give and to give our best.”
If our goals and ambitions are truly set on spiritual things, if our emphasis in life is to glorify God, we will use
the funds He has “loaned” to us on a temporary basis to glorify Him. We will put His money and possessions to
good use by giving to His work and by storing up “treasures in heaven” (Matt. 6:19-21).
There are two key questions to be asked concerning money and possessions: First, are you glorifying God in
how you are using the money and possessions He has entrusted to you? And second, are you viewing these
things as yours or as His?
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Sewing Projects for the Toy Shop

KFC Easter Music
They may have been
celebrating St.
Patrick’s Day but Sean
Carey has the kids
practicing for Easter.
The kids will be singing
for the congregation at
the 11am service.
The music program has
been a part of our
after school program
for a few years now
and it’s nice when it is
incorporated into the
Sunday morning
services.

Tuesday mornings, once a quiet time at
the church are now a busy time of
ministry. Peg Knapp and Dee Hayes
heard of the need for baby doll cradle
accessories. After a few weeks in the
bulletins they had enough people to
start their first of many sewing projects.
They are making pillows and blankets
for the doll cradles that the toy shop
has made. These toys are given away
to families in need. The others involved
in this ministry are Carole Drake, Ann
Leach, JoAnn Culp, Kathryn Baldwin,
Betty Fry and even young, Bennet
Knapp. The group meets every
Tuesday at 9:30 in Murray Parlor
and some just take the project home
to work on.
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COMMUNITY SERVICES CONTINUE DURING LENT
THURSDAY APRIL 4th - Hosted by the Alpha Omega (Pitt at Titusville Campus Ministry) There will be a Community
Passover Seder at Boomer’s Student Union at 6pm. Cost is $8 and YOU MUST RSVP at 814-827-4479
HOLY WEEK AND BEYOND
• On Wednesday April 17th at 7pm First Baptist Church will hold a Passover Seder. All are welcome to atten but
must RSVP by 4/10 Call Pastor Brian at 814-673-3715
• Hydetown UMC will be having services Monday April 15 - Friday April 19th Nightly as they are showing the
DVD “Walk As Jesus Walked” by Focus on the Family
MAUNDY THURSDAY
• There will be a Maundy Thursday Service Here at First UMC at 7pm.
• Enterprise UMC will have a Maundy Thursday Service at 6pm
• First Presbyterian Church will be having a Maundy Thursday Service at 7pm
GOOD FRIDAY
•There will be a Good Friday Service at YMCA Cafeteria (Fmr. St. Titus School at 7:30am. There will be a free
public breakfast with a free will offering.
• Church of Nazarene is having Good Friday Service at 6:30pm.
• Enterprise UMC will have a Good Friday Service at 7pm
• Titusville Church of Christ will have a Good Friday communion service at 6pm
EASTER SUNRISE SERVICES
• Easter Morning Sunrise Service at Wesley Woods Camp at 6:45 am
• Easter Morning Sunrise Service to be held at Titusville Church of Christ at 6am
BEYOND EASTER
• Church of Nazarene is having Revival beginning at April 28-May 1. Morning April 28 at 10:30, with potluck
after. Sunday night April 28 at 6:00Pm. Monday - Wednesday 7:00 pm
•

CHILDREN’S PENNY COLLECTION
As an update on the penny collection for February we collected $272 toward the Santa Fe Church and orphanage. We were excited to give Brad
Crabb a check a couple of weeks ago, just in time for he and his wife, Linda, to take with them to the Philippines. How wonderful to partner with
God, helping to care the needs of His church in the Philippines.
The Easter Penny Collection and the entire month of April will be for CAMPERSHIP. We are trying harder to send
every child to camp that would like to go. When you give to the Penny collection, every dollar that we collect
brings a child closer to that reality. It is the goal of the Western Pennsylvania UMC to get more kids to camp.
Our church has been fairly successful in sending (by at least paying half of the cost) kids that attend church, our
Kids For Christ Program or our Vacation Bible School. Based on what we collect and the need of the family/child
that wants to go, we have even paid a couple of registrations in full. We would like to be prepared to do that
again for some families/children.
Speaking of CAMP - the brochures are in!! We have an office copy of Wesley Woods Camp brochure and several copies in the Narthex on the visitor center. Last year they did not have paper copies and everything had to be
done online. If you are interested in getting your child in camp… start looking through these brochures now, and
get us involved in the process, too. We need to know who needs assistance and how much assistance is needed.
Questions? Call the office and we can walk you through the process.
THANK YOU FOR GIVING TO THIS MINISTRY - IT REALLY DOES TOUCH MANY LIVES, IN MANY WAYS.

Page 5

Singing Theology
by Margie Baker

I am quite certain that I have sung this hymn in church at least once every Easter Sunday of my life.
Whenever I picture the sanctuary of my church, I envision lilies, tulips, the pastor, the choir, bells, the
organ, and singing “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today.” Charles Wesley wrote this hymn in 1739; nearly three
hundred years later we still sing it!
Musically it is majestic, happy, and positive. Unless a singer is able to ignore his heart, one must feel the
extraordinary joy that the music alone provides. Add the words and the heart is blessed with the Spirit of
the Resurrection.

Christ the Lord is risen today, earth and heaven in chorus say,
Raise your joys and triumphs high, sing, ye heavens, and earth reply.
Alleluia!
Lives again our glorious King, where, O death, is now thy sting?
Once he died our souls to save, where's thy victory, boasting grave?
Alleluia!
Soar we now where Christ has led, following our exalted Head,
Made like him, like him we rise, ours the cross, the grave, the skies.
Alleluia!

This great hymn is number 302 in The United Methodist Hymnal. On the other side of the open page is
number 301, “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross,” written by Fanny Crosby in 1869. The joy of the Resurrection should open our hearts to pray “Jesus, keep me near the cross”, because . . .

there a precious fountain, free to all, a healing stream,
flows from Calvary's mountain.
Near the cross, a trembling soul, love and mercy found me;
there the bright and morning star sheds its beams around me.
In the cross, in the cross, be my Glory ever,
till my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the river.

To soar where our Resurrected Christ is leading, we need to be near the cross and the healing stream of
love and mercy that it alone provides.
May we celebrate from our hearts and sing with joy on Easter Sunday!

Toys, toys and more toys, Boy and Girls Toys, Crayons and T-shirts. That’s what we
need for the Operation Christmas Child boxes for the month of April. We collect all
year long so that we can hopefully send out about 150 boxes. We have had low
item donations so far this year. Please give to this ministry if you are able.

First United Methodist Church will be having a Maundy Thursday Service at
7:00 pm. We are working out the details but know it will be a meaningful
time of worship and reflection.
** PLEASE NOTE THAT THE MESSENGER DURING THE SUMMER WILL BE TWO MONTHS AT
A TIME - MAY & JUNE THEN JULY & AUGUST. **
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TALENT SHOW
2019
When: Friday, May 17th

Time: 7pm
Entry forms are available at the Titusville
First United Methodist Church office or by
contacting us!

Co m ed y, D a nc e, S o n g, M usi c, S k i t s,
Pup p et r y…

… A nd a n yt hi n g el se fa m i l y fr i end l y t ha t yo u
ca n t hi n k o f!
*D e ss er t s s er ved d ur i ng i nt er m i ssi o n*
Prices:
Adults: $5
C h i l d r e n ( 3 t o 1 2 ) : $2
C h i l d r e n ( 2 a n d u n d e r) : F R E E
Family: $15
Any Questions?
Contact : Skip or Kathryn Baldwin
( 8 1 4 ) 82 7 - 92 9 2
Heavenslovinghands@gmail.com
Or message Heaven’s Loving Hands Puppet/Drama
Ministries on Facebook!

MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
At our March luncheon we had the opportunity to hear poems written by our friends. Those who
contributed their own poetry were Donna Greenlee, Margie Baker, Carole Hall, Jim Smith, and Thelma Blood. It was admitted by some that they were not really excited about listening to poems, but
they found that they enjoyed poems written by persons they knew.
William Blood won the gift basket contributed by Karen Smith. Thanks, Karen! We also enjoyed the
results of a couple Irish recipes. Delicious. We had a great time as we always do.
On April 11th we are looking forward to hearing Shawn Ongley talk to us about his experiences in
various cultures during his extensive travels. According to his mother, he is an avid student and he
loves Jesus.
This open fellowship meets the second Thursday of each month at noon in Murray Parlor with a
lunch and a program. All are encouraged to attend. If you are able, bring a dish to share and your
disposable table service.
– contributed by Margie Baker
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April Birthdays
01 - Sally Skelly 02 - Teri Beach & Zach Carter 03 - Cashleigh Huck, Kathy Bliss & Kathryn Kline 06 - Cub Knapp 07 Erin Shunk 08 - Maggie Beach & Landon
Vroman 09 Danielle (Turner) Gionti 12 - Xavian Sider 13 - David Pearson 14 - Helen Chelton 14 - DeAnn Salvo & Judy Paulich 15
- Tammy Kline, Emily Wescoat & Dennis Winton 16 - Kaylon
(Smith) Markman 16 - Joseph Tartara 17 - Scott McCray &
Leo Gordon Kerr, Jr. 22 - Betty
Cosper & Steven Crum
23 - Charlotte Randall 24 - Maria Gionti 25 - Leigh Lukasiak
& Amy Felton 26 - April Averill & Leah Ongley 29 - Saxton
Sider 30 - Gary Shaffer

April Anniversaries
01 Steve & Cinnamin Vroman 04 Angel & Cindy Raposas 16 Chip & Carole
Drake 22 Kathleen & Stephen Benedict 25 Leo & Ronda Kerr, Jr.
Hydetown UMC will be having services Monday April 15 through Friday April 19 nightly at 7PM. They will be doing the dvd Walk As Jesus Walked put
out by Focus on the Family. Below is the study information cut and pasted on the dvd from the Focus on the Family website.
This five-session video-based small group bible study (guide sold separately) by noted teacher and historian, Ray Vander Laan, is volume seven of the
12-part Faith Lessons series. In this volume, Vander Laan helps you experience how the disciples translated Jesus' call to passionate discipleship into
language and imagery the Roman culture already understood.
Faith Lessons is a unique video series that brings God's Word to life with astounding relevance. By weaving together the Bible's fascinating historical,
cultural, religious, and geographical contexts, teacher and historian Ray Vander Laan reveals unique insights into the Scriptures' significance for modern believers.
Filmed on location in Aphrodisias, Antioch Pisidia, Lystra, and Cappadocia, these illuminating "faith lessons" afford a new understanding of the Bible
that will ground your convictions and transform your life. The Faith Lessons video series is ideal for use in small groups, personal and family Bible studies, and adult Sunday school. Individual believers and families will gain vital insights from long-ago times and cultures through this innovative approach to Bible study.
Lessons include:
1. Run The Passion of Elijah - Filmed in Aphrodisias

2.
3.
4.
5.

Learning to Walk Like Jesus - Filmed in Antioch Pisidia
An Unlikely Disciple - Filmed in Lystra
Why Christians Suffer: The Weight of Gesthemane - filmed in Cappadocia
Don't Forget Us - filmed on location in Cappadocia

2ND ANNUAL - LADIES SPRING FLING
SAVE THE DATE: THURSDAY, MAY 9th
THE THEME THIS YEAR IS CUPCAKES and BASED ON THE SCRIPTURES:
Psalm 34:8 “Taste and See that the Lord is good; Oh the joys of those who put
their trust in Him!” and Ephesians 5:2 Live a life filled with love, following the
example of Christ. He loved us and offered himself for us a sacrafice, as a sweet
smelling aroma to God.”
Becky Vroman is working out the details but we will have: a delicious dinner, fun
games, prizes, child care and gourmet cupcakes! More details to come.

OPEN HEARTS - OPEN MINDS - OPEN DOORS
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We’re on the web:

302 W. Walnut Street - Titusville, Pa. 16354

titusvilleum.org

Phone: 814-827-1829
E-Mail: tfumc@zoominternet.net
Contemporary Service

8:30 a.m.

Sunday School

9:45 a.m.

Traditional Service

and Facebook:
Titusville First United Methodist
Church

11:00 a.m.

This messenger sent with a
blessing and a prayer to:

~ RESURRECTION SUNDAY (Easter) ~
He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!
Worship Services for Easter will be at
our usual Sunday service times of:
8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Come, Celebrate the Risen Lord with us
during these worship services.
We also will have coffee, donuts, cookies and
fellowship time, in Murray Parlor from the end
of first service at 9:30 through the beginning
of second service at 11:00.
Could you bring some goodies to share? Sign
up sheets are outside of the office. We don’t
want to run out like we did last year.

